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" 

***FOR***
 
EQUAL RIGHTS
 

" 

~--*---

Woman Suffrage in Nebraska 1855-18821 

For years, suffrage leaders saw Nebraska as the nation's best hope 
to grant women the right to vote, but an 1882 statewide election 
caused the movement to rethink its national strategy. 
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Clara Bewick Colby's ef­
forts to organize a sUffrage 
movement in Nebraska 
impressed iiationalleaders 
such as Susan B.Anthony. 
Colby, however, knew that 
the local movement had 
deep roots. "It is remark­
able," she wrote in the 
1880s, that thirty years 
earlier "in a country with . 
but scant communica­
tion with the older parts of 
the Republic, this instinc­
tive justice should have 
crystallized into legislatIve 
action." Wisconsin 
Historical Society, 
Image ID: 26613 

The morning of November 7, 1882, was far 
from an ordinary morning in Nebraska. It was 
Election Day, and a special one at that. Ne­

braska was poised to become the first state in the 
Union to recognize women's right to full suffrage· 
and equal citizenship with men. It was a moment 
nearly thirty years in the making and a result both 
of Nebraska's history of progressivism and of a 
serendipitous convergence of people and politics. 
Women's rights advocates hoped to transform na­
tional politics by changing their state constitution, 
but they were to be disappointed. 

Three times prior to the twentieth century, 
Nebraska women stood on the threshold of full 
citizenship, and three times their efforts were 
denied. Like any social movement, the nearly cen­
tury-long struggle for woman's rights was made up 
of local failures and achievements, both of which 
helped propel the national movement forward. 
And while Nebraska's early suffrage initiatives 
failed, they were key historical moments that 
shaped the trajectory of the national women's 
rights movement that ultimately led to a strategy 
to amend the United States Constitution. In other 
words, after striking out in Nebraska three times 
in thirty years, many woman suffrage advocates 
decided that.state legislative change-even in pro­
gressive states-was better left behind in favor of 
national legislative change. 

The first push for woman suffrage began in 1856 
during Nebraska's territorial days. Writing in the 
1880s, Clara Bewick Colby of Beatrice observed, 
"It is remarkable ... that, thirty years ago, when 
the discussion of woman's status was still new in 
Massachusetts and New York, and only seven years 
after the first woman-suffrage convention ever held, 
here-half way across a continent, in a country 
almost unheard of, and with but scant communi­
cation with the older parts of the Republic-this 
instinctive justice should have crystallized into 
legislative action,'? That legislative action was 
spearheaded by Amelia Jenks Bloomer of Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, in a speech given to the Nebraska 
territorial legislature at Omaha in 1856, less than a 
decade after the landmark Seneca Falls Woman's 
Rights Convention of 1848. Bloomer, formerly of 
New York State, founder of the woman's rights 
journal the Lily and popularizer of the "Bloomer 
costume," found herself in this remarkable position 
as a result of an earlier visit to the eight-month-old 
city of Omaha on July 4, 1855, when she spoke on 
the subject of woman's rights." Her lecture aroused 
curiosity among Nebraska's political leaders and as 
a result, twenty-five members of the Nebraska ter­
ritoriallegislature extended a formal invitation for 
Bloomer to address their assembly. Her persuasive 
speech influenced lawmakers to consider a woman 
suffrage bill in both houses; however, by virtue of 
being placed on the agenda for the last day of the 
session, the bill died for lack of vote. Had it been 
approved, Nebraska would have been the first terri­
tory or state in the United States to give women the 
right of equal franchise,' 

The spirit of progressivism that marked Ne­
braska's early consideration of liberal legislation 
continued in 1867 when it joined the Union as the 
thirty-seventh state in March, and in June ratified 
the Fourteenth Amendment," Woman suffrage was 
not part of that state constitution; however, Nebras­
ka's affirmation of universal male suffrage 
and its earlier consideration of female suffrage at­
tracted the interest of eastern suffrage activists 
who had decided to abandon the strategy of link­
ing woman suffrage and Negro suffrage after failing 
to do so in Kansas-after all, they believed, the 
question of suffrage for black men was now de­
cided in Nebraska," 

As a result, woman suffrage advocates could fo­
cus solely on arguing for women's enfranchisement 
under the Fourteenth Amendment. On November 
15, 1867,Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stan­
ton, and George Francis Train arrived in Omaha 
to speak on the question as they worked their way 
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Susan B. Anthony sat for this portrait in Nebraska City 
during an 1871 visit. NSHS RG2669-5 

back east following the Kansas defeat? Their 
efforts bore some fruit, for according to Colby, 
"The early legislation of Nebraska was favorable 
to woman, and much ahead of that passed in the 
same period by most of the older States." For 
example, Nebraska granted school suffrage for 
women in 1869,and at almost every legislative ses­
sion of the next few years, the question of woman 
suffrage was introduced," 

Even though Nebraska's early initiatives for 
female suffrage failed, eastern women's rights 
activists visited the state hoping to organize lo­
cal support for another constitutional challenge. 
These activists included Hannah Tracy Cutler, a 
well-known national suffrage speaker and writer 
who spoke in Lincoln during the winter of 1870and 
attempted to organize a state suffrage association, 
but failed. Similarly, Anthony addressed sympa­
thetic audiences in Lincoln and tried her hand at 
organizing a state association, but was similarly 
thwarted. Esther L. Warner of Roca, Nebraska, 
described the difficulties of creating permanent 
organizational interest in suffrage: 

During the same winter [as Cutler] Miss
 
Susan B. Anthony lectured in Lincoln, and
 
presented a petition to be signed by women,
 
asking to be allowed to vote under the four­

.teenth amendment-She also called a meeting
 
of ladies in a hotel parlor and aided in organiz­

ing a State suffrage society. Her rare executive
 
ability accomplished what other hands would
 
have failed to do, for the difficulties in the way
 
of such a movement at that early day were
 
great. Lydia Butler, wife of Governor Butler,
 
was elected president, and other representa­

tive women filled the various offices, but after
 
a short time it was deemed wise to disband,
 
as circumstances made it impossible to keep
 
up an efficient organization. Time and money
 
were not plentiful with western women, but
 
we did what we could, and sent a petition to
 
the legislature that winter asking a resolution
 
recommending the coming State convention
 
to omit the word "male" from the constitu­

tion. The petition was signed by about 1,000
 
women, and received respectful attention from
 
the legislature,'?
 

With support from this petition, resolutions 
for woman suffrage and women's legal rights 
were considered by Nebraska's 1871 constitutional 
convention, including a resolution granting mar­
ried women's property rights. But the amendment 
for woman suffrage was defeated when it was 
sent to Nebraska's male voters, 3,502 for and 
12,668against," 

For a variety of reasons, woman suffrage advo­
cates were not able to overcome their opponents 
and effect an efficient organization. For one, 
woman suffrage was not taken seriously by some ­
lawmakers who introduced, for example, ridiculous 
resolutions advocating that the word "male" be 
stricken from the entirety of the state's constitution 
and "female" inserted instead. Another suggestion 
was that men be removed by force of law from all 
occupations, legally place women therein, and 
require men to "fill the occupations and employ­
ments heretofore usually filled by women, such as 
nursing and the usual household duties of females 
together with running sewing societies, tea parties 
and all other employments of females not herein 
enumerated so as to properly fit him for both a 
useful and ornamental person in society?" Com­
pounding or perhaps causing a lack of funds and 
sympathetic workers was the fact that Lydia Butler, 
then president of Nebraska's nascent state suffrage 
society, had a larger task on her hands as a result of 
the impeachment of her husband Governor David 
Butler," But in spite of these setbacks, Nebraska's 

"Many self-sat­

isfied women ... 

were soon awak­

ened to a new 

consciousness. 

of their true sta­

tus wherein they 

discovered their 

'rights'were only 

'privileges.": 

-Lucy Correll 

SUMMER 2009 • 87 



Lucy Correll of Hebron 
wrote for her husband's 
pro-suffrage newspapers 
and was instrumental in 
establishing the firstper­
manent woman suffrage 
association in Nebraska. 
NSHS RG241 l-l 106 

woman's rights advocates pushed their cause 
forward, and Nebraska women achieved rights 
consistent with other states, including married 
women's property rights." 

a result of Nebraska's quickly chang­As 
ing demographics, the work done by national 

activists in the early 1870swas largely forgotten. But 
in the late 1870s,a grassroots movement for woman 
suffrage emerged from southeast Nebraska, gener­
ally organized by newcomers to the state, who Lucy 
Correll of Hebron called a "band of progressive, 
thinking women" residing in Gage, Douglas, Jef­
ferson, Polk, and Thayer counties," These women 
were broadminded and educated civic activists 
married to progressive and politically active men; 
among them were Clara Bewick Colby, whose hus­

_ band Leonard W. Colby was a well-known Beatrice 
attorney; Lucy Correll, whose husband Erasmus M. 
Correll was editor of the Hebron Journal; Harriet S. 
Brooks, whose husband D. C. Brooks was editor of 
the Omaha Republican; and Ada M. Bittenbender, 
who with her husband H. C. Bittenbender, was edi­
tor of the OsceolaRecord. 

This activism was in large part due to the per­
sonal experiences and networks brought by the 
core group of Ada M. Bittenbender, Harriet Brooks, 
Erasmus M. Correll, and Clara Bewick Colby. Their 
shared values regarding political philosophy and 
education, as well as their professional experi­
ence, united them-as did their understanding of 
the West as a place of social transformation and 
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political opportunity that could be used to build 
a better America. Brooks (b. 1828), the most se­
nior of Nebraska's woman's rights activists, was 
college-educated and raised in Michigan, and had 
experience in Chicago's Cook County Woman's 
Franchise Association and the Illinois Woman's Suf­
frage Association, as well as the National Woman 
Suffrage Association." She arrived in Nebraska in 
1876 when her husband accepted the editorship of 
the Omaha Republican. Bittenbender (b. 1848) was 
also college-educated, and gained distinction as 
Nebraska's first "lady lawyer." With her husband, 
she emigrated from Pennsylvania to Osceola, Ne­
braska, in 1878, where Henry Bittenbender began 
practicing law and in 1879 purchased and Ada be­
gan editing the Osceola Record. Ada Bittenbender, 
with her husband, later established the Polk County 
Agricultural Association, and became editor of 
the first Farmers' Alliance newspaper in Nebraska. 
A temperance advocate, she was an influential 
member of the Nebraska Woman's Christian Tem­
perance Union, who in 1888was admitted to argue 
cases before the United States Supreme Court and 
served as the attorney for the National WCTUY 

ErasmusM. Correll, Lucy'shusband, founded the He­
bronJournalin 1871. It soon gained a reputation as a 
newspaper favorable to women's rights. In 1881-1882, 
he published and edited.the Western Woman's Jour­
nal, Nebraska's firstsuffrage paper. NSHS RG2141-512 
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suffrage movement. 

The November 1, 1877, 
issue of the Hebron Journal 
reported Susan B.Antho­
ny's lecture there a 
few days earlier. 

Below: Hebron, Nebraska, 
in the 1870s,during the 
time that Erasmusand Lucy 
Correll were involved with 
the Hebron Journal. NSHS 
RG2719-8-3 

.SUSAN B AN'l.'HOYY. 
THE lecture by Susan B. Antho.. 

ny, 'l'U6ISd;\y DUlhtj on the subject, 
'I W ()QIIUa wtl.ntiS Bread, not the Hal. 
lut," wal!f a clear, lo{Cical. and mAR­
terly' exposluion of the theory 
kuowu a~ '"\'fOmIUl'li rigbts!' 

'fhe firm. massrve under jaw of 
the lady iH indicat.lve or the stern 
will (,b~t has aetuated her in her 
10llg ban.le in behalf of her sex, 
~iven ner the tlLle ot "tbe iovinei 
hte," and inscribed her name iu 
itnperiAhalJle charueters on the 
surnmtt of the rugged mount of 
fame, 

awakened to a new consciousness of their true 
status wherein they discovered their 'rights' were 
only 'privileges.'"23 As the Western Woman'sJournal 
reported, Anthony "aroused the community, and a 
majority of the leading citizens became converts to 
the doctrine of equal rights,'?' 

Colby scheduled Anthony to speak in Beatrice 
the day following her lecture in Hebron. Anthony 
declared the stop in Beatrice a resounding 
success, and was impressed with Colby's feminist 
activism which she acknowledged in a letter writ­
ten from Lincoln while waiting for the next leg of 
her journey: 

Such women as you ... have individual 
work to do -to lift the world into better condi­
tions- &I hope you will not allow anything 
to estop [sic] you from doing what seems to 
be your duty- I long to see women be them­
selves -not the mere echoes of men-... Mrs. 
Colby-do, please, write a brief letter of your 
library work-& lecture Course for the Decem­
ber number of the Ballot Box... Foryou- & 
every woman to tell what you are doing-helps 
to rouse other women to do likewise- Women 
want to be helped into the feeling that they 
can help on the good works they like to see 
done- We have been told we couldn't do 
anything but help the individual man or men 
of our families-So long &so constantly-that 
very few women can of themselves get into any 
work above that-25 

By praising Colby's public reform efforts in 
Beatrice, and by asking her to submit pieces to 
the radical journal the NationalCitizen and Ballot 
Box (1878-1881), Anthony's request illustrates the 
importance assigned to journals and newspapers 
advocating the suffrage cause. In this way, Nebras­
kans framed their work as part of f1 larger social 
effort, thus uniting what might be seen as disparate 
local activities into those that furthered a struc­
tured, national plan. 

Erasmus Correll was particularly adept at using 
the vehicle of the newspaper to unite a far-flung 
frontier constituency sympathetic to the cause of 
women's rights. In doing so, he began to develop 
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stances. Whoever had the privilege of listening 
to Mrs. Stanton, enjoyed a "feast of reason and 
a flow of soul" .... Let us consider this matter 
carefully, not thinking of it lightly, as we would 
the organization of a newly formed social 
or [wife] society, but as something to mould 
and move the nation-a thing not of to-day, 
but for coming time .... Truly,as Mrs. Stanton 
said, we may be thankful to the editor of the 
JOURNAL for giving us the control of a column 
in his paper, a column devoted to the interests 
of women-a liberality not shown by many 
papers. This pioneer paper is opening the way. 
No doubt many will be ready to follow," 

Many did follow. Emulating the Hebron Journal's 
"Woman's Column," the following year saw other 
newspapers dedicate space to their own woman's 
columns edited and written by Nebraska's female 
woman suffrage leaders whose political passion 
and strength of personality took them through the 
door opened by the Hebron Journal. These includ­
ed columns in the Beatrice Express, edited by Clara 
Bewick Colby; in the Omaha Republican, edited by 
Harriet S. Brooks; in the Osceola Record, edited by 

The most senior of Nebraska women's rights activ­
ists, Harriet Sophia Brewer Brooks.had experfence in 
SUffrageorganizations before arriving in Nebraska 
in 1876. Her ties to the National Woman Suffrage As­
sociation and the Chicago associations would prove 
important to the Nebraska movement. 
NSHS RG2411-620 

Ada M. Bittenbender; and in the Johnson County 
Journal, edited by Lucinda Russell. The crown 
jewel of the Nebraska woman's rights campaign, 
however, was later set in the form of the Western 
Woman's Journal, established by Erasmus Correll in 

April 1881 as the first woman suffrage paper in Ne­
braska. Although its tenure was little more than a 
year and a half, the women's rights news contained 
within its pages solidified the suffrage movement in 
Nebraska and, Colby observed, "a host of women 
suddenly found themselves gifted with the power 
to speak and write, which they consecrated to the 
cause of their civilliberties."35 

As Nebraska women formally organized in 
support of woman suffrage and woman's rights, 
Harriet Brooks took action to create a state suf­
frage association in order to unite the variety of 
local associations springing up around the state. 
In her Omaha home on May 30, 1880, Brooks and 
a half-dozen other women including Clara Colby 
of Beatrice and Lucy Correll of Hebron met for the 
purpose of organizing an association to be known 
as the Nebraska State Suffrage Association. The 
organization itself was tentative, designed to begin 
a process that would be expanded later," The main 
impetus of the meeting, however, was to appoint 
Brooks and one other as delegates to the mass 
meeting of the National Woman Suffrage Associa­
tion in Chicago to be held in June 1880. Brooks's 
ties to both the NWSA and the Chicago associa­
tions would prove to be important connections 
now that Nebraska was ready to move forward with 
another challenge to the state's constitution. 

the f a II 0 f 1 8 8 0 , two members of the I D 

Thayer County Woman's Suffrage Association 
were elected to the Nebraska legislature: Erasmus 
Correll to the House of Representatives and his col­
league Charles B. Coon to the Senate." From these 
positions and backed by a growing grassroots 
support, Correll and Coon were in place to offer 
a constitutional question at Nebraska's sixteenth 
regular session of the legislature in 1881. Accord­
ingly, Correll introduced Nebraska House Roll No. 
162, a "Joint resolution providing for the submission 
to the electors of this state of an amendment to sec­
tion 1, article 7, of the constitution,"38which aimed 
to strike the word "male" from the suffrage article 
of the Nebraska constitution of 1875 and replace it 
with the word "person." 

With growing public attention to the suffrage 
issue as a result of the planned introduction of 
House Roll 162, interest developed in creating a 
formal statewide woman suffrage association 
beyond the scope of the tentative one formed in 
Omaha in May 1880. Noting the urgency of gather­
ing organized support, Lucinda Russell of 
Tecumseh issued this call in Harriet Brooks's col­
umn in the Omaha Republican: 

"This town con­

tains scarcely a 

woman who is op­

posed to woman 

suffrage. We know 

weare a power 

here•.. II -Lucinda 

Russell 
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"There are those who 

conscientiously fear that women 

will be changed beings, and that 

homes will be no longer homes 

when their wives and daughters are 

free." -Harriet Shattuck 

Catholic priest at St. Helena commanded his con­
gregation not to go to the hall to hear the lecture" 
in support of the amendment. Liquor dealers and 
patrons opposed the amendment, wrote Shattuck, 
because "they know too well that their worthless 
candidates and their bad measures will be less sure 
of success when women vote." And, she explained 
further, "There are the men who have made up 
their minds that women belong at home, and who 
cannot realize that the women themselves have 
a right to choose their 'sphere,' whether it be the 
home or the profession or the trades. Where they 
obtained the right to prescribe our sphere they 
cannot tell, though they claim they have obtained 
it somehow." Finally, she observed, "There are 
those who conscientiously fear that women will be 
changed beings, and that homes will be no longer 
homes when their wives and daughters are free."66 

Colby also noted the determination of liquor 
interests to defeat the amendment, and described 
how "The organ of the Brewers' Association sent 
out its orders to every saloon, bills posted in con­
spicuous places by friends of the amendment 
mysteriously disappeared, or were covered by oth­
ers of an opposite character, and the greatest pains 
was [sic] taken to excite the antagonism of foreign­
ers by representing to them that woman suffrage 
meant prohibition.?" It wasbeginning to seem that 
a campaign that had begun in all earnestness had 
failed to account for the depth of feeling-and 
funding-of the opposition. 

Was success slipping from their grasp? Writing 
to The Woman's Journal on November 5, Erasmus 
Correll noted: "Just on the eve of the battle I feel 
intensely anxious. Day after to-morrow, all over the 
state, will be, I think, the most important contest for 
the progress of humanity ever bloodlessly fought. 
One great element of solicitude is the uncertainty. 
In ordinary political campaigns, we can form 
tolerably close approximations in foretelling the 
results .... In this we are entirely at sea. Just in the 

-
,NEBRASK~. ELECTION. 

The Republican State Ticket
 
Elected by a Handsome
 

Majority.
 

Laird and Weaver EJected to 
Congress by 6,000 Bach. 

Valentine in the Third District 
in Doubt. 

Very Meager Returns from that 
District. 

Female	 Suffrage Buried Under 
an Avalanche. 

Probably 25,000 Majority 
Against it. 

Scratching on Legislative Tick­
ets was the Rule. 

Csunting Slow and Many Lead­

ing Counties not Heard
 

from.
 

last moment, the liquor (German) interests are 
flooding the state with circular letters and tracts 
against it. ... I doubt our getting a majority of all 
the votes cast, although we may."68 

When the morning of November 7, 1882­
election day-arrived, Colby described it as ripe 
with promise: 

The morning dawned bright and clear.... 
Everything wore a holiday appearance. Polling 
places were gaily decorated; banners floated 
to the breeze, bearing suggestive mottoes: 
"AreWomen Citizens?" "Taxation Without 
Representation is Tyranny!" "Governments De­
rive their Just Powers from the Consent of the 
Governed," "Equality before the Law," etc., etc. 
Under pavilions, or in adjoining rooms, or in 
the very shadow of the ballot-box, women pre­
sided at well-filled tables, serving refreshments 
to the voters, and handing to those who would 
take them, tickets bearing the words: "For 
Constitutional Amendment Relating to Right 

On Nov. 8, 1882, the lin­
coln Daily State Journal 
announced state elec­
tion results, including the 
resounding defeat of the 
woman suffrage amend­
ment. 
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Susan B.Anthony (seated) 
and Clara Bewick Colby of 
Beatrice (right) continued 
working together long after 
the Nebraska SUffrage ini­
tiative failed. In 1890 they 
and sculptor Bessie Potter 
sat for a portrait at Mathew 
Brady's studio in Washing­
ton, D.C. 
Sophia Smith Collection, 
Smith College Archives 

of Suffrage," while the national colors floated 
alike over governing and governed; alike over 
women working and pleading for their rights 
as citizens, and men who were selling woman's 
birth-right for a glass of beer or a vote. It 
looked like a holiday picnic-the well-dressed 
people, the flowers, the badges, and the flags.69 

However, she wrote, "The tragic events of that 
day would fill a volume," for "the conservative 
joined hands with the vicious, the egotist with the 
ignorant, the demagogue with the venial, and when 
the sun set, Nebraska's opportunity to do the act of 
simple justice was gone,'?" 

The amendment was defeated 50,693to 25,756.71 

- Yet even after its conclusion, emotions continued 
to run high. Following the election, students at the 
University of Nebraska enacted a mock funeral 
complete with an effigy of Susan B.Anthony car­
ried by pallbearers in a coffin, led by a torchlight 
funeral procession. The students were ultimately 
thwarted by "another crowd of students who, to 
preserve the honor of the university, overpowered 
them and took the effigy away."72 

Wh y the resounding defeat? On 
the one hand, both the Republican and the 

Democratic parties refused to take a stand on suf­
frage, and a similar lack of endorsement was found 

among many candidates. As Colby explained, it 
had been hoped that the Republicans, at least, 
would endorse suffrage as a plank in their party 
platform during their fall convention; however, 
they did not, and "while individually friendly, they 
almost to a man avoided the subject,'?" As a result, 
suffragists were left virtually alone on the political 
landscape, leaving them vulnerable to a well­
organized and well-funded opposition that fostered 
rampant election fraud, including illegally printed 
ballots, misread and misfiled ballots, ballot stuff­
ing, and illegal interference. Shattuck observed, 
"The liquor interest has been universally repre­
sented at the polls by workers against suffrage, and 
much money has been used by them and by oth­
ers in the effort to carry the election against US."74 

Addison Sheldon, historian of Nebraska, concurs: 
"The liquor element felt that giving women the 
ballot would make it more difficult for it to control 
elections.?" Colby lamented, "It will always remain 
an open question whether the amendment did not, 
after all, receive an actual majority of all votes cast 
upon that question.?" 

While all who had worked so hard for the 
amendment were sorely disappointed, some were 
also in debt. Correll had taken out a large mortgage 
to fund his work," and the NWSA reported it "had 
invested over $5,000 in the Nebraska campaign and 
was now $500 in debt.'?"Anthony, who had earlier 
expressed skepticism to Correll about striking 
out in Nebraska, was angered by this most recent 
failure and announced at a post-election meeting 
on November 8 in Omaha that "she had enough of 
soliciting votes for the cause," and that she would 
focus her efforts solely on attaining a sixteenth 
amendment to the federal constitution," Anthony 
further believed that "while a vast amount of work 
had been done in Nebraska by her co-laborers, the 
work was so vast that the hem of the garment of 
the vast state had yet scarcely been touched. Itwas 
totally impossible to canvass every town and neigh" 
borhood, and they never would again attempt it." In 
closing, Anthony "pled with the voters of Nebraska 
never to submit the question of woman suffrage to 
the popular vote again,"? 

The early suffrage initiatives mounted in Nebras­
ka reveal the state's important role in establishing 
some of the first serious state legislative efforts for 
woman suffrage, and the 1881-82 campaign reveals 
Nebraska's vitally important role in positioning the 
later work of national suffrage activists. Notably, it 
marked the point where Susan B.Anthony rejected 
work at the state level to focus instead on work­
ing for a federal constitutional amendment, thus 
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marking a dramatic turning point in Anthony's 
philosophical approach to woman suffrage­
popular voters, in her opinion, were no longer to be 
trusted with such an important decision. And while 
she would again be seduced by state campaigns 
in South Dakota and elsewhere, she would devote 
most of her energy to passing an amendment to 
the United States Constitution. But as a key mo­
ment in the genealogy of national suffrage history, 
Nebraska's suffrage story should be less about its 
failure to achieve voting rights for women and 
more about the opportunities and conflicts it ex­
posed as suffragists strategized the best way to 
enfranchise women. It exposed the power of the 
liquor industry's ability to mount a well-organized 
campaign that uncovered a clash of values that 
pitted progressives and labor against each other. 
However, it also exposed the importance of 
organizing from the grassroots upward, and dem­
onstrated the gains that were to be had by engaging 
a sophisticated strategy of local organization sup­
ported by newspapers, lectures, and conventions 
that allowed a diverse group of citizens to follow 
and engage the debate. 

As a result of Nebraska's failure to pass a state 
constitutional amendment supporting woman 
suffrage, Correll's Western Woman's Journal folded 
in the fall of 1882. Harriet Brooks, perhaps out of 
frustration, retired from suffrage work, and turned 
to "the congenial study of sociology?" She died in 
1888after a long illness," Erasmus Correll also 
left suffrage work and in 1890became editor of 
the Ogden Daily Commercial in Utah. He returned 
to Nebraska in 1892and continued his work as an 
influential newspaperman and politician, and 
died in 1895at age 49.83 Clara Bewick Colby con­
tinued her suffrage activism in Nebraska and 
nationally through her work on the woman's rights 
newspaper the Woman's Tribune, which she pub­
lished from 1883to 1909. Bu_t in 1916, Colby died 
without the suffrage for which she had fought so 
long.84 Ada M. Bittenbender turned her attention 
to her work in the law; she later became a promi­
nent attorney for the WCTU, and argued cases for 
that organization before the Supreme Court of the 
United States. She died in 1925, the only member of 
the group of early Nebraska activists to see woman 
suffrage achieved." 

The agitation that led to the suffrage campaign 
of 1881-82 never again regained its focused momen­
tum and national support, and although various 
bills in support of woman suffrage were introduced 
into the Nebraska legislature nearly every session, 
none were successful. However, when the United 

States Congress passed the Nineteenth Amend­
ment, Nebraska suffragists saw their long-sought 
cause justified when on August 2, 1919, Nebraska 
became the fourteenth state to ratify the "Anthony 
Amendment'< After the amendment's final ratifica­
tion by Tennessee on August 18, 1920, all women of . 
the United States shared the privilege of voting in 
presidential elections. ~ 
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